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In This Issue Why the Pastor Nominating Committee
Believe Alf to be Chosen by God

When we began this search, we felt strongly
that God wanted to call a candidate that
would fit our congregation and live mto its
DA, First and fararmost, AlF Bas an ine mdlhlr
cesp and contagious |ove for Jesus Christ, As

1-2 Meet A|f HEWUI"SGH’
" . WAT M Sefbod
e PNC came 1o

The China Trlp

In March, 13 M B3 raveled 1o

we developed agur relationship with Alf, we all
with Cutreach Minkstnes realized we were in conversation with someone
unigquely gifted to lead our cangregatian into the

futire.

MDPC Youth

sumirmer 2015 wll B full af

A few specific things really stood out for me
with Al First, his relationship with Shari reveals the depth of his
commitment to her and to their family, something that resonates
within our congregation. Second, when Alf and Sharl saw that the
young adults were in need of a place to develop community at FRCB,
they opened their home on Sunday evenings and then became part of
that community. This s & coupde that ralls up thelr sleaves (o address
the needs of the congregaticn, Finally, we realized the depth of love
the congregatian had tor this couple, and could sea that same love
reftected in how Alf and Shari felt about their congregation, We are
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excited to Imagine what God's plans are for MDPC!
- Mike Handel

We would normally not think of MDPEC as a
Ly turnaround project, but we may be entering
starrmy waters in the aftarmath of tha vate an

discernment. | think Alf's compassion and his

) |I|'-'_' ntals

hat | Wish | Had
proven skill for bringing people together arcund

a purpose greater than themselves is exactly the
kind of leadership that will allow MDPC te come
thraugh this challenging period, and emerdge
ready to do God's work. Alf has the skill and

the vision to help us see our differences as gifts

rather than liakilities, and to help us realize that, collectivaly, we have

the ability to really make a difference in the world.

HDFH': Milestones = John Hartrnan

] I b V] i T | g
Ir IJF ik 1I i | ety The time it has taken us as a PNC has solely
e S0 rE=ean et s an
been an oppartunity to let the Holy Spirit

spaak guidance to Alf and Shar and to speak
Calendar

MDA mowibi e e confirmation to us. Alf ks a true man of God who

lewves Jesus and knows and follows the Truth
faund in His Weord and practice, Shari is the

A _ godly partner by his side. Wa are grateful and
d axcited.

F-._u ke Cullege Minlstry
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MDPC Calls Rev. Dr. Alf Halvorson

On April 19, the MDPC congregation voted overwhelmingly to approve a call
for a new Senior Pastor, Learn more about Alf, his family, and his faith

If {rhymes with "golf™) was raised in a strong

Christian home in Minncsota, but spent part
of his youth in Nevada, Missouri, where he and
Shari mel. They married right after graduating from
college, Shari is a commumnity health nurse, and has
enjoyed singing in the traditional choir, playing in
the contemporary band, and helping in children’
ministry at FPCB. Their son, Matt, is graduating
from The University of Texas in May with an MA in
Educational Psychology. Their daughter, Kristen, is
graduating from Eastern University, Philadelphia,
with a BS in Athletic Training.

All was ordained in the Presbyterian Churchin 1991,
He graduated Summa Cum Laude and Phi Beta

Kappa from Luther College {Decorah, lowa) with a
BA, majoring in Political Science and Psychology. Alf
went on to receive his Master of Divinity (19%0) and
Master of Theology (1991) fram Princeton Theological
Seminary, and his Doctor of Ministry from Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary (2011).

Since his ordination, Alf has served in three churches:

1} Collegiate Presbyterian Church
" Ames, [owa (750 members)

== 2) First & Calvary Presbylerian Church
] Springfield, Missouri (2,300 members)

3) First Presbyterian Church Bethlehem
ot 88 Bethlehem, Pennsylvania (2,600 members)

X Jar

Alf treasures time with family, and enjoys gelf, hiking,
[ah games, movies, and time around the backyard fire pit

B in conversation with family and friends. Alf played
high school and college basketball until he was
sidelined by an injury. He is an avid sports fan.

i

F. .l.:..* a

* l"'__',l| [Muring his three-month sabbatical in the summer of
2013, he hiked with his family from rim to rim of the
ky, ™
= Grrand Canyon,

.~ We are excited for the Halvorsons to get settled here in
_ﬂ Houston and at MDPC. His permanent start date wall

likely be August 1, as he and Shari had some summer

commitments scheduled prior to accepting the call to
MDPC

Stay tuned to the website at pastor.mdpe.org for
updated information on Alf and Shart's arrival.
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:CHINA TRIP--.c .o

MEPC takes a trip te the other side of the world to find God at work.

ights, smells, and sounds, Different, beautiful, and
Smind-ﬁlr.:lu:h'mg. In March, & team of thirteen left MIDPC
with the goal of traveling to the Far East to encourage
two different partners living there and to learn about the
Christian movement In China. The trip encompassed eleven
days of traveling to Beljing and Tianjin in Eastern China,
and then flying west to Xining on the Tibetan Platean.

In Eastern China, the team was drawn inlo an intemnational
school where Christian values are taught primarily by
Chinese nationals. These teachers and coaches told us about
being the first Christians in their amilies and the stroggles
associated with being different, but also shared their pazslon
about following Christ and spreading the Good News

io their friends and neighbors, Their love for Christ was
inspiring to each of us an the trip.

Xining was very different from Eastern China. We learned
of the struggle between the Chinese and Tibetans, but

conild sée how God clearly is at work through our Christian
brothers and sisters. The people of Xining are predominantly
Muslim and Buddhist, and the team dedicated two days to
immersion in those religions/cultures. Our MDPC partners
in Xining educated us about a way of doing God’s work
called Business As Mission, or “BAM.” This mode] enables
field workers 1o wark officially in business as a way of
engaging with the local people, providing jobs and training,
and establishing theme=elves in the community. The pariners
we vislied in Xining followed God's leading to bulld a local
biusiness, which currently is expanding to other cities.

This business akeo houses other projects which serve the
community and provide doorways to share faith. We heard
story after story of how God had led them to people who
needed them desperately.

The dramatic separation bet ween Eastern and Western
ctiltures caused both the beauty and the differences to stand
out In sharp relbef. We could have been overwhelmed by the
assaplt on our senses, bul our pariners simiply folded us inlo
their lves, thelr work. and thelr worlds, We saw things from
a locals viewpalnt, providing for a much richer experience.
Seeing China in this more persanal, up-close way gave us
insight into the way life works there, with all its hopes and
frustrations. We were wide-eyed with wonder and questions
for our partners and their Chinese friends. What miost
stood ot to us was the trust and conviction exhibiled by 9
our partners. “The people we met heard God calling them,
and they simply went. They didn't know what they would do

3 MoPC sphooes | y
F

once they arrived, but they had, and continue o have, faith
that God will figure it oul” said Willlam Soo of MDPCs
Communications Department. We all were challenged 1o
l[ook more closely at our own faith and trust in God and
God's plans for us, We came home renewed and refreshed
and very glad to have American-style tollets!

Ome of the great blessings of the trip was to have Willkam
with us, He is orginally from Taiwan and his facility with
Mandarin allowed us to engage with locals to hear their
personal falth stories. It also

didn® hurt that he could help us
dizcern the strange and wonderful
food we were eating, and find

the bathrooms! Each person

on the team brought his or her
gifts, personality, and style to the
trip. We became family with one
another and with our partners,
gratetul to God who poired out
His Grace on us the entire time,
MDPC continues to be blessed by
all of our partners, both locally and
globally, God i= at work and His
Light is shining. Please pray fior or
field workers and other Christians

who have a hearl for seeing Christ
glorified i all of China, In our city,
and acnoss the wiorld.
Counter-clodosise fram lower right: Gning
street market; Diann Turet and lanedl
Kelleher outside s Kining restaurant;
Mary Beth Moshning, Janell, and Amy
Delgads at the Marnis scheol in Tiangin,
whiere Christian values are taught;

the entire China team with ome of our
missionary couples; Howard lacobson
and Amy (Bslow) with Bamia students;
Kristin Huffman gifts a mufieco made
by our Eratting for Masssons group;
Wilkiam 500 with a Tibetan monk; Rmy,
Janell, and William at an “Eastern-
siyle” outdoor gym.
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MDPC YOUTH
(C)RESET

uru gl MOPE Youth, we are CRAZLY aboul summer, W love (b season! |t
qrn'[rs us an apportunity to connect with students during the ample fren timp
allotted bo noe Kids when scheal is o of session

| think of tha summar seasom as simifae 00 the times Jesis would intentionally
pull awsy brom (ke constant demands of Hes work o communs with bod. He was
[read up from distraction =d able 1o fully locws on whal mattered; wlEnacy
with His Father. This tims refualed Him for what lay ahead.

If you keow 2 thing or two about teenagers. you may know how busy thoy
are during the school year. fur studants are typically heavily investad in
acadomics and extracurricolar activities. They are jogqling soctal Ines. schaal
Iives. and sparibual lives. often running an litle sieep or fres timo. We inow how
important the summer ssason is for tham to break away from the daily grind
and resel thar focus on what truly matters!

Wa love watching bod meef our youlh during the summer months. We see Hm
work in big ways a5 shadents are freed up 1o spend more Gme with Hm and in
Tellenship with nne another. We see this as a crucial time for them tn bt the
“rusat” button—they can look 3l their Ewis wilk fresh eyes: they can pursus
b in new was: ey can do things thal make tham come alve, Summer iz 2
new slart. After summer, we get to watch our kids head back into their lives at
erhool fred up abost thair faith and excited to bring all that bod has done in
{hair kves mlo th Rall samester]

QFIESET
with MOPL Youth this Summer.
Sunday Mernmngs
Midls: $chesed Connaction: A time of taaching and worship
High School Conrection: A time of small groups and Bible Study
Sundoy Eversngs
High Srhool Sport Night on tha MOPL Held

SUMMER 2015 .
GRAME D!

Eat in the game and stari hving (ks adventurs of Followng Jesis!

Video games offer the cosvenient option of hitting resst. We esually take
advantage of the reset button whan the game is going downhill - whin you noed
a frizsh start. (nce you reset. it is bama (In again!

Tha summer &5 a chance lor kids to reset thair walk with God and get hack in
thi game ol serving Jesus in s world, Dver 20U studssls wil go o semmer
mizsion trips with MOPE Youth, stopping out of their comfoet 2omes to put theie
tith into action.

Peas jnin us in praying for the youth and adults going out to serve in Jesus”
Rame. If you would like to be an olficial trip Prayar Partner for one of our
students, contac! Youth Elder Kristing safer at kristinasailer®@comeastnsd,

SUMMER MISSION TRIPSECAMPS

Bth Grade Miszion Trip Righ Schoal Fun in the Sen Camp
Innger-city Howston, Texas South Padre kdand, Jaras

Juby 8-9 July 12-18

Tth and Bth Grade Mission Trip International Mission Trip

&an Antonin, Texas liganda, Africa

Juma 713 July H-

High Schacd Miszian Trip

Kerwr (rfizes, [ oisiama

Juma 7218

LOCAL MISSION PROJELCTS

Houston and Balveston

We ara planning short service projects throughowt the summer for
middla schood and high school students.

[heck youth.mdpe org for summar schedids and events.
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Within the past few months, twoe MDPC members have walked with faith into
new directions. Howard Jacobson left his secular jeb and went to work at The
Micah Project, and Miah Collins left the MDPC Youth staff to join Living Water
International in a challenging and exciting new position. Kead more of their
stories, and how God brought them to these life-altering decisions.

Called to Micah: Walking Closely with God
By Howard kcolson

& joined MDPC in August of 1988, and have always appreciated {ts Dallar-

for-Dollar commitment 1o outreach, However, during those early, hectic years
raising two children, we had no direct invodvement with MDPC Outreach Ministries.
Then, one Sunday in October of 2007, we [t the 9:45 service 1o find Brian Tarr and Bill
Gilchrist at a table promoting & well-drilling mission planned for the fellowing March.,
My career was in the water industry, so, as a pumber of people said, thal seemed right
up my alley] My calling 1o the water ministry seemed obvious after that meaningful and
awareness-altering trip o El Sabvador with Living Water International (LWI). Indeed, 1
have been blessed to serve on 4 number of LW trips.

Then, early in 2009, thére was an annsuncement aboul 4 Memorial Day weekend
vision trip to The Micah Project in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. By then | was a member
of the Global Outreach Commitiee and had heard a4 number of people praise The
Micah Project, a long-time MDPC partner. | signed ap for the May vision trip ouf of
curiosity, still convinced my only real interest in missions was clean water. I the LWT trips rewrols
the story 1 knew of the rest of the world's Uving conditions, the trlp to Micah added

an exclamation point. Seeing boys as young as nine living on the streefs with
no adull support, the smell of urine permeating the alley where they hung out, their glue-induced blank
CXpressions— it was nanseating to this saft North American. The hope and joy of The Micah House stood
in direct contrast to the despair of life on the streets.

MDPC Youth Ministries called me the following year to ask if 1 could nll a last-minute need for a
chaperone on a trip to Micah. Agaln, the things we experienced moved me profoundly. On our final
day, as | stood walching the group load the bus to the sirpord, the foander of The Micah Project,
Michael Miller, urnad to me and expressed that he would ke me to 3erve on their Board. [oined the
Board in fanuary 2011, yei the feellng 14 had since my first trip to Micah perslsted. 1 still folt a sense
that God was calling me boward something else.

In 2014, the Micah Board decided to create a position based in the USA 1o relieve the feld
workers and stall in Honduras from some of the organizational fasks, and o support
development of the growing ministry, God put the idea in my head, Howard Edington erased

my dioubts during his sermons, and [ found mvsell expressing to Michael that T wanted to be
considered to fill the new position. After consulation with family and trusted friends and

much prayer, and with a bit of a pit In my stomach, T retired from a Water District 1 had

servied for over 25 years to begin & new career on April 1, 2015 =
I believe God placed that table In the MDPC breczeway on a fall day In 2007 to lead me
ultimately to serve a bunch of rowdy teenage guvs who have been rescued from the streets of
Tegucigalpa. And 1 am thankiul

Called to LWI: Spiritually Hydrated
By Miah Collins

My sbory with Living Water International (LWT) s a unlque one. In 2010, my
wife, Michelle, and | were living in South Africa and faking trips to help with
ministry in the small West African nation of Liberta. While there, we stayved in
an elementary school connected to a church outside the capital city. The school
had a beautiful hand pump used by the surrounding communiiy to get clean
water, | saw a Living Water sticker on the pump and said to my [rend, “That
solinds ke a Christian organization.” He sald that indeed it was, and that Lw]
had Installed many wells in the area. T used that well for a total of elght weelks,
and was particularly grateful for it after being shown the murky lake that had
been the community’s water sodrce prior fo the well's installation, I have thought
ofien about that pump over the past vear, especially knowlng that clean water isa
kev pesource in stopping the spread of Ebola. When [ moved here, [ was excited
o see that the organization that installed that well was based in Houston, and
that our new church was very Involved In the ministry!

MDPC s a close partoer of LW, and the MDPC congregation has a great
repulation around the LW athces for geneérosity and participation in short-term trips. 1 already felt so
positively about the ministry. Then, last fall, as 1 felt Gods hand directing me toward a new position a1 LW,
1 realized thal | would get to stay in the same town, | wouldn't have to move our family into a new home, and |l KA [+
I'd be able to stay at my home chirch! That situation had néver happened to me before when changing jobs. Hﬁt%ﬂ
1 accepted the LWT positlon and, after just one month on staff, I found myself newly impressed with Living e
Waters relentless commitment to quality water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) projects, and to partnering with local
churches and missionaries for gospel proclamation.
Water holds implications for every area of life. Withoul clean water, other development initiatives fall flat. For

example, if communities around the world had access to clean water and sanitation, they would gain 5.6 billlon
productive days per year. Think about how much this would impact the lives of woman whose time |5 wasted
carrying unclean water over long distances or the countless children who are regularly absent from school

because of water-related Hlnesses.

=
by F

My role on stafl is coordinating Team Living Water, which participates in endurance events for the
benefit of those enduring life without cean water. Our nationwlde team ralses awareness and significant
money for the thirsty, especially at the Chevron Houston Marathon, where we are one of the biggest
fundraisers. Team Living Water is a great way to become an advocate for the 748 million people who
still lack access to clean water.
I look forward to creating a team from MDPC for the Chevron Houston Marathon and Arameo
Half Marathon In January 2016, Let me know i vou would like to run with us, or non-runners can
volunteer with our "Hoopla" supporter groups op race day, Just shool me an emall and I'll get you
plugged in! [oln me and fed the satisfaction of being part of a global inltiative that saves lves
every day.

To learn maora abaut The Micah Praject! micahprojecthanduras.org

To learn more about Living Water International; watercc

(RN 4K
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2014 MDPC Outreach Giving: $4,094 817 2014 MDPC Outreach Giving: $4,094,817
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Fifth Senncs A e G i Ty v TOTAL Spring Branch & Hunger $395500.00  Prison Entrepreneusshop Program (Repar Office Roof) — $5,000.00
Spnzu.fl Fvemis - Concen Seres 10 i 00 Yel} A ]-!I'IMW SEARCH H lr:si-uxm{ﬂ i Eu:lch;‘.l £35.000,00
OUTREACH MINISTRIES Agape Dﬂ,m.i Sinistries 1) 200 00 Small Steps Nurtunng Center (Passenger Van) $27.000.00
Comections himstry 6,655.39 Mack 7 Passcs 16800000
Faed Service Ouireach 1.2, 0o 00 Berys and Girls Couniry 10.000.00 TOTAL Recipients af Good Honskesping Gifts 5 SOHE 00, 0
Ginerabon Cie B0 00
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Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church and Foundation

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church and Foundation

ASSETS

Cash

Accounts recelvable and other assets

Motes receivable

Investmenis

Cash and Investments restricted for capital
improvemenis

Pledges receivable for capilal improvements,
net of allowanee of $125,000 in 2013

Investments restricted for endowment

Property and equipment, net

TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Accounts payable and accrued expenses

Gerants payable
Comstruction payable

Accrued salaries and beénefits
Deferred program fees
Cuastodial accounts

Total liabilities

Commitments and Contingencies

Mot assets
Unrestricted

Temporarily restricied
Permanently restricted

Total net assets

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

11 mMoPc siasons | semmer 2015

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF FINAKCIAL POSITION
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2014, AND 2013

2014

§ 3,502,189
128475
68,100
56,374

641083

l.562021
11617 820

$ 28,666,162

5 158,508
249,306

34691

32,084

379600

122919

9713

24,614,152
1,643,666
431,231

27,689,049

¥ 28,666,164

2013

$ 3,575,847
220,507
74,100
76,714

4,736,122
558,258

1 493,506
13,171.849

$32,106,903

5 168,508
454,000

610,958

73,267

7,052

104,852

1,808,668

25371642
4,504,372
E ¥l

30,298,235

$32,106,903

e =]

REVEMUE
Cantristbons
Auxlliary program fees
Investment relurm

Other incomse

TOTAL REVENUE

Satisfaction of donor restrictions
L '.lpllll E:lu.-mi'i!uu:.
Program expenditures

TOTAL

EXPEMSES

Crperating expenses
Facilities
Management and general
Children and Youth Mindstries
Mbums e Ministries
Chstreach Minlstries
Equipping Minkstries
Cartng Minliries
Warship Ministries
Relationships Minisiries
oo Housekeeping
Allocation of costs to minidry outreach

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES

MEnkstry oartresch

Granis

Gaowodd | [lllll!.l!h.E'H'I'lillH_ granis
Allocation of costs to ministry outreach

TOTAL MINISTRY OUTREACH EXPENSES

AJ.::l:Ilur'r Program expenses
[Depreciation

TOTAL EXPENSES

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
Met assets, beginaing of vear
Met assets, end of year

maapCnmn

TEMPORARILY
WNRESTRIGIED

917,155
10T A
28439
16H, 255

12,191,317

1,279 732
1ol O e

14,580,819

1,503,979
1,737,120
1,008 849

595,616
556,222
468, 163
439,509
435,296
227 290
70,582
(1,713.923)

5,629,832

31327

500,00}
1,713,923

5,555,250

1,008 632
2144595

15,358,303

(757.490)
25,371,642
24,614,152

PERMANENTLY
RESTRICTED

(1,860,706)

4,504,372
2,643,666

Consolidated Statement of Activities

for the yvear ended December 31, 2014

RESTRICTELD TOTAL
-1 9010 § 10410737
2077 A4

FiF S )

168,259

9,010 12,729,123

9,010 12,729,123

1,803,979
1,737,120
1,008 949

595,616
556,222
468, 193
439,509
435,206
237 200
70,582
{1,713,923)

5,629,832

341,327
500,000
1,713,923

5,555,250

2008 632
2,144,595

15,558,303

9,010 {2.609,186)
422.22] 30,298,235
3 431,231  § 27.659,049
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Hﬁln I::r.:lwﬁ. Real Estate,

Royalty, & Redemption
Our lives are filled with
promises - some kept,

some hroken. This class,
taught by MDPC Elder Drew
lingleaf, introduces some
of the key promises, or
covenants, that God makes
with His people. We'll study

the amazing way these promises serve as a lens

through which we can examine the supernatural,

and yet very tangible, love of God.

Wednesdays, May 27-June 10

6:30-8:00 PM | Summit Room
register.mdpc.org

Free childcare available by

reservation: childcare@mdpc.ong

&\ Part of the Wied nesday
o | Might Teaching Serles

1 MIDIPC SEASOMS | Surnimer 2015

i v —
“Men's Summer
5 tﬂdy ngii?;ﬁﬁ:;;um

||~ ﬁ‘t you growing, plateaued, or declining

. in your spiritual life? Within just a few
short H}j“ms* the Thessalonians moved
Arom unbelief to maturity in the Christian
' life, hecoming the hot tapic of public
interest ahd discussion all over Greece,
Macedoni :a. and beyond. -~ |

H-nw did ITul happen? TII'H:T F.lllt
this summer! loin other men lor
anulherle.:mmg Men's Summer

Bible Study

t'i 30-7:45 AM
Amphitheater

DECODNGmeThLLENNIAL

OENERA 1L

9 5?34'0 265{}139

I he Millenneal generabon (b, 1580-2000), the larges!
generalion in American hislory, is beginning lo come
of age. Soon (heyll be the leaders of churches, com
panies, and the governmenl. 5o exaclly who are lhese

Millennials, and why does il seem hike they're so differ
ent from previous generabons?

This two-week dass is designed for parents, friends,
bosses, and anyone seeking lo beller understand and
appreciate the Millennial generabon, Brandon Gaide, As-
sociate Pastor of Next Gen and himself an unapologetic
Milleninmal, will louch on some of the commeon questons
from older generabions; YWhy i she [nng at home again’?
When is he going lo gel a real job? How do they view
church, or refgion in general?

Thera's lols lo learn! Bang your queshons and your
amxiches about this cunous generation of young adults

register.mdpc.org
Free chuldcare by reservabon: childcare@mdpc ong

Wednesdays, May 6 & 13
6:30-8:00 PM | Summit Room

Taught by Associate Pastor Brandon Gaide

[ [t

THE WELL: STORYTELLERS

WHAT | WISH

| HAD KNOWN

it's something we all think about...

i | had known ___, [ would have

il had known ___, | would've run away from
il had known ___, | wauld have chosen differenthy.
Women in your same |ife stage—and a few stages
shead or behind—are coming together to heara
panel of real, honest women talk about the things
they wish they had known

This i= The Well, s quarterhy offering that draws to-
gether women of all sges to commiune and connect

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20
6:30-8:00 PM ® CHAPEL

Free childcare by reservation: childcare@mdpc.org

women.mdpc.org

HODPC SASCHS | Surnmer 2015



| £ Bt Fun for the
S.[F B et et ate & VWHole Family®

FILM SERTES

Sponsored by Prime Timers

y 2. L4

FREE aDmission

& POPCORN

[ _Ei_.E"ZI PM |a5'.n'|jc|h|thea[.gr

June 3 June 17
Hated PG Rated PG-13

Wednesday il Wednesday
July 22 @ August 5

Hated P

Prime Timers Sanior
Ministry Group
proudly hosts another
summaer film saries
for your enjoyment!
Beat the heat while
enjoying free papoarn
and these acclaimed
films. All are welcome,
free of charge.

Not all movies are
siitable for all ages.
Pleaze visit www.
pluggedin.com

to review movie
content fo see if itis
appropriate for your
family. Closed caption
provided

and Friends % 1

.
oy
i

Iheology:

On fap

Brlrnj your questions about God,
the Church, and the.Christian
life to a casual localesWe'll gather
once a month to sifttRFelgh them
anonymously and enjoy compas-

all while exploring great bars and
restaurants!

Mondays, May 18, June &, July 20 | &:00 b

Location mo around Houston
5 and restaurants. For detalls

and more great events, visit

singles.mdpc.org.

.

REACH

Recreation Ministry

ré you recently éngaged and planning a wed-
Athng? Are you newly married? Join us for
one of two annual sessions of Married Life Prep,
combining Biblical teaching with real-life stories
aned the best current marriage research. Taught by
Breit and Kellie Hurst of Home Encouragement,
the cotirse 18 built around The Couple Checkup, a

rescarch-based anling relabiomsnip inventory de-
veloped by Dr. David Olson and Dr. Peter Larson
af Life Innovations, Inc. It also features insights
from the New York Times bestseller The Seven
Principles for Makmg Marriage Work by L. John
M. Gottman, internat n!:l.l"fr Knawn miarmna g
authority. Por pre-marital couples that take this
course prior o therr wedding date, many will be
able to waive their marriage license fee through
the " Twogether in Texas™ initiative.

Research has shown that learning good premari -
tal insights through focused traiming can improve
the likelihood of a long-lasting marriage by 50%
or more! We hope you can join us lor thas free
SCTIES

Register: mlp.mdpc.org

Chuesiions? Contacd Amanda Grace Caldwell:
|j."|i|'.;i'1l.'q'.r|!'|-_.::.l.l.'.;:l-||'l., OF R OF T13-4Wpo3]

Summer 2015: Sundays, July 12-August 2
10:00 AM-Noon | CLC 171-172
Mo Cost

Winter 2016: Sundays, January 10-31

Childcare available by reservalion;

childecare@mdpc.org

10:00 AM-Noon | CLC 171-172
Na Cost

MDPC SEASOHE | Surmmar 201 S madl pe 2] MIDPC SEASCHE | Summer 2015
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This year'’s Cookles for Troops project was again a huge
success! The Sewing for Missions group and friends
assembled and malled a total of 44 boxes - that's 6,178
cookies. Judy Peters, the cookie accountant, noted, “That
count doesn’t include the broken cookles we mailed. They
are just as pood az others and even the crumbs will be
eaten.” She added, "WOW, What an cutpouring from church
friends. The cards from the children were included in cach
box, They were made from thelr hearts, Thanks to all for
making this possible!”

The generosity that MDPC iz able to practice thanks to you,
our members, continues to amaze us. Back2Basics, one
of oiir Houston ministry partners, sent this letter to MDPC
Local Outreach Director, Jan Roe: “Words cannot describe
our gratefulness for your generous denation of 530,000,
Because of your generosity, we wiere able to purchase a brand
naw Honda Pilot, which will enable us to grow our ministry
and better serve the yvoung men and women we help through
our programs. Your church continues to bless us vear after
year and we would not be able to be successful in reaching
out to the hurting children In our commumnity without yow
Youl truly are the hands and feet of Jesus and we thank God
for You!™

Spring Break in Galveston: On March 14, the fiirst
real day of spring weather in southeast Texas, 51 MDPC
volunteers served with Galveston Urban Ministries

(GG, MDPC Youth worked with &0+ children tn GUM'S
Kids' Club Saturday program while adults painted and did
carpentry projects at the ministry's office on 42nd Street,

17 MOPC SEASCHNS | Surmmmer 2015
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Al noon, everyone, including nelghborhood families,
came 1o the Wrighl Cuney Rec Center for a grilled holdoyp
feast. Voluntéers, GUM staff, and the community all had

a wonderful 1ime making new (riends over lunch. Several
volunteers and MDPC Youth will be going to the Ishnd on
a regular basis to serve with and support our new GLUM
familyt

Staff Motes: [n bittersweet news, three staff members wire
called away from MDPC this spring:

Chef Michael Lieb has been a part of MDPC
since 2003, and served us well over the vears,
both through his tasty food and his generous
servantl’s heart. Food Ministries continues on,
though, in a slightly abbreviated format for the
time being. Visit food mdpe.org for details.

Daborah Cooper worked faithfully and
quietly in Caring Ministries as a Parish
Assockate. She reached out and provided loving
pastoral care to many at MDPC, and her
compassion was much appreciated. Deborah felt
called tooa full-time ministerial position.

Karen Lopes was integral in MDPC's care for
special needs children and she also provided
leadership in Preschool Ministries. In April,
she accepted a position at Chapelwood UMC
i as Special Needs and Disability Ministry
Director. The new position involves more
direct ministry to adults with special needs,
which is a particular interest and strength for Karen.

Join us in praying for our friends as they enter the next
phases of their lives!

Births

« Chase Kyle Canficld was born December 5, 2004, to Eyle and
Elizabeih Canficld, and grandparents fans and Chase Canficld.

s Andrew Kre Canfield was born December 22, 2014, to Wil and
Blair Camficls], and grandparents Fana and Chase Canfield.

» Hadley Jane Ellen Smilh was born March 18, 2015, to Mamthew
and Erica Smith, and grandparents Don and Vieginia Smith

Deaths

« Robért Braftén, YVernodn and E-rl!l‘p'lr: Bratten’s soai, [ecember 1B,
B

s+ Earline Benson, December 27, 2014

« Mark Schroeder, Sarab and Sydney Schroeders father,
Dreceniber 29, 2004

« Connle Sabom, Decernbber 20, 200 4
« Keith Kooken, Craig Kooken's brother, lanuary 4, 2015

= Yernon Bratben, Ir. lammary &, 2015

Contired on Prge 13

mapcerg

WINTER CALENDAR
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All-Chureh Lunch

Decoding the Millennial Generation begins

The First Five: °7 Seeds of Promise” with Charbotte Crawford
Kids' Meals Monthly Service Project

Blood Dirfve

Theology On Tap

storyielbers: What 1 Wish [ Had Known (Wamen's Speaker Series)
Moving Forward: Louise Hayes [grisfmdpe.org)

Mo-Ranch Weekend

e 10000 A M Worship Service

Memarial Day: MDPC Closed

Ralnbows, Real Estate, Royalty, and Bedemption

=
=
i

Men's Summer Study beglns: The Gospel of Christ’s Eingdom
Summcer Movie Serics: Paddingtan

All-Church Lunch

Klds' Meals Monthly Service Project

Parents’ MNight Oun

Theobagy Cn Tap

Summer Movie Serles; OF Gods and Men

Moving Forward: Andrew Adalr {griecEmdpc.org)

Independence Day Holiday: MDPC Closed
Kids' Meals Monthly Service Project
Married Life Prep begins

B-R Summer Celebration: Live Like the EITlEr

i Theology On Tap

i) Summer Movie Series: The Cuefer Man

August

1 Summier Movie Series: Heamven [z for Real

| Kids' Meals Monthly Service Froject

Fi Kickofl Sunday

MAY 2015 JULY 2015
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Comtinied from Page 12

« Betty Gaetz, lanuary 6, 2015

¢ Maureen Thompson, Laura Guihrie’s
mather, ].'I.I"II.LI.I'!.' &, M5

s Linda K!l'lp-", Fansary &, 2015
« Ramona Lantz Effinger, Termple Smithis
mother, lanuary 10 2015

« Fallz Rivera, Valerie Biveras father,
lamasary [, 2015

o Joe Willlams, January 17, 2015

+ Tom Horton, lanuary 19, 2015

« lohn Young, lamsury 20, 2015

« Midam Manthdesén, Tamaary 27, 2015

¢ Dustin Smith, Ellen Brown's nephew,
Febyuary 14, 2005

s D, Willlam “BHI™ 5, Tattle, February 15,
X0ls

« Tom Cleveland, February 25, 2015

« lamiz Brooks, March 5, 2015

« Sally Bussell, Tracy Galimmore’s mother,
March 6 2015

+ Elirabeth Todd, Lou Ann Mock's mother,
March 11, 2005

« Rachel ..H:II'I'IT, IIHI]." t.lnﬂlﬁ muather,
March 12, 2015

o Judy Dedads, March 23, 2015
e Ed Umbrichi, March 1%, 3015
« Forrest Moore, Aprl 1, 2015

NOPC Seascrn (USFS O53-TM i podblisbesd cuaiterly
[ ispue), By Mermomal Dewve Presbyferian Chundh,
lecaied o 11612 Memorial Drve, Howrion, Tesas 77004
7299 Bva Keminil, ediice Periodiceh Poatage Paid &t
Houfon, Texds. POSTMASTER, sond addness changes ix
MDPC Seazond, MDPC, 11612 Memosal Divee, Hauien,
Texis TT00E-T205
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(A) HDPC Periodical

‘ PALLY

v Mamarial Drive Presbytarian C hureh :
11612 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77024 Houston, TX

Coordinating Team
Mauriclo Chacdn

Agsaciane Pavter Tar Hispanic S irdsore

Brandon Galde

i et Padtes fof et G

Ginny Glass

Maliza Gomez
Lontsmparany imbe [ st
Luke Gordon

Ty MInBnes e

Al Halvorson

SEnioT Fas o

Charlas Hausmann

e EREOCININNEGIE

Hrott Hurst
Relaricndhiips hYinsees

Gana Kooken

Serior Leaclenhig M Comidinaton
[ ] -]

Rick Myers Wednesday Wil ﬂm,mi

Aot barte Pastor far Caring Mindstrss F'Fl-'rh E:.n‘:-"rllp"h:-{-" B]hIE study’ ok

Rachel Poyiky - 3

Chiledens MIntstries Directol Qur Sunday  § The hub of our community, |  Trpeeough ine
evening (3 PM) B svery Wednesday night mountaing for an
service faaturing wie offer free dinnes, free nuting that cambines

loud worship and § o ohe Siid free Bible great adveniure wiln

redevant besching study. Starts May 20! asnous impad

Blecky Figgs

Eapshrmrss Admiristralor
Dave Steane

Exr=rvinivie Pagnol & o of Seaff

thrl'rn 'r'u'hl:;:lz ' : . Upper-Divi ®
Codinatirsg Memdbe Disecton' D npandst fwision
Karen Winship ; Lower-Division Discepleship Group
Human Mesoumnes Ciecho L{H"lmﬂi"ﬁ, Discipleship Group | Forgradwied, soon o be, and
: %, Wel focus on e
Chave Paterson For soon-to-be college | FPH 55006
Gary Bowlkor F’rt‘gbﬁ'& Sopivamores and juniors ) muduﬂgﬂ“
Pasocs LA, Each Sunday [ Luke Gordon will facus (PN one's Kieay. .

; firiding & carear WAUNF'C members
right after Fifth this Growp o gaing il e weaky wisom and

Contact T's Sarvicel desper m ther faith el
I ey O F3-TE2-Trd i imarmings, Starng May X5
Papes Chaln T %-050-2550 !

Thie Litike Schoa| Moarney C0 | -4

[ e Wil by 5 hoaal ' BT al={

BEAL M O T -4 L

Léet's Get Social!

VIt i pecopeg B CommCt wilth s Ina varkety of
waney Hke w8 on Faoehbook. folloaw us on Instacram £
Twinosr, cormamonit o or bloag, dowmilosd our Ap

o whow gt vidoos

R & bl o)




